
Dear FrienDs,

It is with great pleasure that we write to you to announce the fifth annual Ride for McBride, 

which will be held Sunday, September 20th, 2015. We had a beautiful sunny day for the event 

last year and we would like to thank everyone who came out and supported the ride.  

Thanks to your support, this summer we were able to give out the fourth Joseph McBride 

Memorial Scholarship at the University of Pennsylvania, School of Social Policy and Practice 

(SP2) to Catherine Revak, who recently completed her first year in the master’s social work 

program. Catherine was nominated by one of Dad’s closest friends and former colleagues  

for her excellent work this past year.

Catherine took a unique route to social work. She grew up in southern New Jersey and despite  

an early interest in social work she was discouraged from such a career path. Following high 

school, Catherine joined the US Air Force where she served honorably for four years. After her 

stint in the military, she worked for fourteen years in the financial industry. During her time in  

the military and financial industry, Catherine’s interest in social work shone through as she 

worked for the rights of the LGBTQ community in both institutions. Her LGBTQ activism took 

her to DC to lobby congress about repealing DADT, and also to the Philadelphia Steering  

Committee of the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) as the Membership Outreach Co-Chair for 

the Philadelphia Region. Never having given up on her childhood dreams, at age thirty-six  

she returned full time to school to complete her undergraduate degree in Gender, Sexuality  

and Women’s Studies at the University of Pennsylvania and wrote her senior thesis work on 

Military Sexual Assault, specifically between men, with a concentration on military policies and  

implications for change. Then at age thirty-nine, she began her MSW. At Penn, she has continued 

to excel, being chosen for the PEARLS fellowship, which specifically focuses on military social 

work, and becoming chair of Student Government. As she finishes her MSW, she hopes to  

combine both her undergraduate and graduate work to continue working with veterans,  

concentrating on grief and loss extending beyond physical to include identity and spirituality.

In order to support more social workers like Catherine, we invite everyone to join us again this 

year. Just as in previous years, whether or not you will ride, you are welcome to join us at the 

park for the picnic (rain or shine). The picnic begins around 11:00am as the first riders begin  

rolling in. We will also introduce our newest scholarship recipient at the picnic.

It’s hard to believe that it’s already been five years since we lost Dad. We could not have turned 

our grief and sense of loss into something so positive for each of these past years without all 

of your love and support. Please come and celebrate this important milestone with us.

sincerely,

Jared McBride, The McBride Family, Ride for McBride Crew
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